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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

in a response to a Final Office Action mailed July 27, 2004, Applicants respectfully 
requested that the following amendments be made. In an Advisory Action mailed September 1 , 
2004, the Examiner indicated that the amendments were not entered as they allegedly raised 
new issues that would require further consideration and search. 

A complete list of the Claims, including marked-up versions of the rewritten, added, 
and/or cancelled claims is provided below, beginning on page 2. None of the amendments to 
the Claims is Intended to narrow the scope of any of the amended Claims within the meaning of 
Festo 1 . The Remarks begin on page 4, and the Conclusion is on page 8. 
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